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Coyoacán 04510 México, DF, Mexico

Received 29 January 2005; revised 1 March 2005; accepted 4 March 2005

Available online 19 March 2005
Abstract—The irradiation of the natural phthalide Z-ligustilide (1) gave the natural dimeric phthalide riligustilide (5), and three
novel dimeric phthalides 7, 8 and 9. The chemo- and regio-selectivity involved in the formation of the photocyclodimers were ana-
lyzed by use of frontier molecular orbital methods and the preference in the formation of 7 was supported by the theoretical analysis.
� 2005 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Z-Ligustilide (1) is a bioactive secondary metabolite iso-
lated from umbelliferous plants1 which are widely used
in traditional medicine of different parts of the world.2

Over last years, several researches on the reactivity of
the monomeric phthalide 13 as well as of the natural di-
mers diligustilide (2)4,5 and tokinolide B (3)6 have been
performed. Besides diligustilide (2) and tokinolide B
(3), other dimeric phthalides isolated from Umbelliferae
species are tokinolide A (4),7 riligustilide (5)1 and endo-
Z,Z 0-(3.3 0,8.8 0)-diligustilide (6).8
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Z-Ligustilide (1) may be considered as the biogenetic
precursor of these dimeric phthalides derived from
[p4s + p2s] (compounds 2 and 3) and [p2s + p2s] (com-
pounds 4–6) cycloadditions. Some cyclodimers as dili-
gustilide (2) and tokinolide B (3) have been obtained
by relay synthesis from 1.4,9

Here we report the results of the photodimerization of
Z-ligustilide (1) and the analysis of experimental results
by use of frontier molecular orbital (FMO) methods.

Z-Ligustilide (1) possesses three different C–C double
bonds and under photochemical conditions could afford
several [p2s + p2s] photocyclodimers, considering the
chemo-, regio- and stereo-chemical possibilities.

Treatment of Z-ligustilide (1)10 under photochemical
conditions using a mercury lamp afforded four main
products: the natural product riligustilide (5) and three
novel dimeric phthalides endo-Z,Z 0-(3.8 0,8.3 0)-diligusti-
lide (7), endo-Z,Z 0-(3a.7a 0,7a.3a 0)-diligustilide (8) and
exo-Z,Z 0-(3a.7a 0,7a.3a 0)-diligustilide (9).11
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Figure 1. ORTEP-like view of compound 8.

Figure 2. The most stable conformation of Z-ligustilide (1) in the

triplet state.15

Figure 3. The most stable conformation of Z-ligustilide (1) in the

ground state.15
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The presence of the natural product riligustilide (5) as
one of the products was confirmed by direct comparison
with an authentic sample and this constitutes a relay
synthesis of 5.1,12

The structures of the dimeric phthalides 7–9 were eluci-
dated by comparison of 1H and 13C NMR data relative
to Z-ligustilide (1).

The mass spectrum of compound 711 showed the mole-
cular ion peak at m/z 380 while only twelve signals were
observed in its 13C NMR spectrum indicating that it
was a symmetrical dimer. The disappearance of the
1H NMR signal for H-8 (d 5.22) and 13C NMR signals
assigned to the C(3)–C(8) (d 148.6 and 112.8) double
bond in the starting material (1) clearly indicated that
this bond was involved in the formation of the photo-
cyclodimer 7; besides that, a methine (d 45.5) and a qua-
ternary carbon (d 93.5) not present in the 13C NMR
spectrum of 1 were observed. The regio- and stereo-
chemistry of 7 were established by the isochrony in
the resonance of H-4a and H-4b (d 2.60), reflecting their
enantiotopic relationship and a highly symmetrical
structure. This phenomenon is not feasible for the exo
stereoisomers or for the regioisomer 6, since in these
compounds H-4a and H-4b display a diastereotopic
relationship.

Compounds 8 and 9 were also symmetrical dimers,
proof of that was the mass spectra of both compounds
that showed the molecular ion peak at m/z 380, together
with their 13C NMR spectra which showed twelve sig-
nals. The main differences observed in the spectroscopic
data of these compounds, in comparison with those of
the starting material (1);10 were the presence of two qua-
ternary carbons at d 51.6 and 50.4 for compound 8 and
at d 49.7 and 49.4 for compound 9,11 while 13C NMR
signals assigned to the C(3a)–C(7a) (d 147.0 and
124.0) double bond in the starting material (1) were
not observed. In addition, the 1H NMR signal assigned
to H-8 in 1 (d 5.22) was shifted to high field, at d 4.85 for
compound 8 and at d 4.79 for compound 9, due to a
shielding effect. Therefore, the C(3a)–C(7a) double bond
was involved in the formation of photocyclodimers 8
and 9.

The regio- and stereo-selectivities were established by
the observed correlations in the NOESY spectra of 8
and 9, respectively. The structures of both photocyc-
lodimers were determined without ambiguity by the
observed crosspeak between H-7 and H-4 0a in the
NOESY spectrum of 8, while compound 9 showed a
crosspeak between H-7 and H-8 0 in its NOESY
spectrum. Moreover, the structure and stereochemistry
of compound 8 was confirmed by X-ray analysis
(Fig. 1).13

In order to have a better understanding on the forma-
tion of compounds 5, 7, 8 and 9 we carried out molecu-
lar structure calculations at semiempirical AM1 level.
For this purpose the molecular structure of 1 was mod-
eled and optimized for the ground and the first excited
(triplet) states. For the ground state the restricted
method was used, whereas for the triplet the unrestricted
was performed. All our calculations were done with the
suite of programs in Gaussian 98.14

We realized that the value of the dihedral angle {C(3),
C(8), C(9), C(10)} of 1 was critical in the photocyclodi-
mers formation. A relaxed potential energy scan showed
that the most stable conformations have an angle of
170.5� and 148.6� for the triplet and the ground states,
respectively. This means that for the triplet state all
the atoms in the chain are coplanar to the lactone
(Fig. 2), whereas for the ground state this is not ob-
served (Fig. 3). This difference between both molecular
conformations brings down the steric hindrance for
the formation of photocyclodimers.

Table 1 shows the total energies obtained for the opti-
mized structure of 1 in ground and excited states, and
also includes the Mülliken�s charges16 for atoms of the
double bonds of 1 involved in the formation of photo-
cyclodimers 5, 7, 8 and 9.

Mülliken�s charge analysis suggests that for a charge dri-
ven reactivity the preferred double bond to form photo-
cyclodimers is C(3)–C(8), since it exhibits opposite
charges signs and the largest charge difference between
the atoms. In the second place would be C(6)–C(7)



Table 2. FMOs� coefficients for excited and ground states of 1

Atom Coefficients

HSOMO LSOMO LUMO HOMO

3 0.14 0.62 0.22 0.30

8 0.50 0.23 �0.47 0.39

3a �0.19 0.24 0.59 �0.37

7a �0.38 �0.07 �0.48 �0.41

6 0.58 �0.08 0.36 0.41

7 �0.12 �0.26 �0.14 0.31

Energy for HSOMO = �0.3092 a.u. Energy for LSOMO =

�0.3604 a.u. Energy for LUMO = �0.0408 a.u. Energy for HOMO =

�0.3272 a.u.

Table 3. Frontier molecular orbitals interaction factors

Compound Formed bond Sr1 Sr2 Sr

7 C(3)–C(80) 0.016 1.761 1.777

7 C(8)–C(30) 0.045 0.143 0.188

5 C(3)–C(70) 0.001 1.113 1.114

5 C(8)–C(60) 0.121 0.268 0.389

8, 9 C(7a)–C(30a) 0.187 0.020 0.207

8, 9 C(3a)–C(70a) 0.031 0.292 0.323

Table 1. Total energies and atom charge for 1

Atom Charge

Ground state Excited state

3 0.03 0.05

8 �0.19 �0.20

3a �0.10 �0.15

7a �0.13 �0.15

6 �0.26 �0.22

7 �0.15 �0.10

Energy for ground state = �0.0672 a.u. Energy for excited state =

�0.0470 a.u.
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double bond, and C(3a)–C(7a) double bond would be
the less reactive to form photocyclodimers.

The regiochemistry involved in the formation of the
photocyclodimers 5, 7, 8 and 9 may be explained
through the analysis of coefficients and energies of the
FMOs of the interacting monomers of Z-ligustilide (1).
The considered MOs are higher (HSOMO) and lower
(LSOMO) singly occupied MO for the triplet (Fig. 4),
and the HOMO and LUMO for the ground state (Fig.
5). The MO energies and coefficients are given in Table
2.

The expected preference in bond formation for the
photocyclodimers may be estimated from these MO
properties, and it resides in the magnitude of the two-
centre MO interaction factor Sr in Eq. 1 in c2/a.u. units
(c is a resonance integral).17,18
Figure

Figure
Sr ¼ ðCi�:CjÞ2=DEðHSOMO� LUMOÞ
þ ðCi�:CjÞ2=DEðLSOMO�HOMOÞ

¼ Sr1þ Sr2 ð1Þ

where Ci* is the reaction point coefficient for HSOMO
or LSOMO of photoexcited 1, and Cj is the reaction
point coefficient for HOMO or LUMO of 1 in the
ground-state.
4. HSOMO and LSOMO of Z-ligustilide (1).15

5. HOMO and LUMO of Z-ligustilide (1).15
The calculated Sr1 and Sr2 values using data in Table 2
are given in Table 3.

From the values reported in Table 3, it may be noticed
that the largest value for Sr is for photocyclodimer 7,
suggesting a preference in the formation of this com-
pound; in the second place the natural product riligust-
ilide (5), and finally, by the isomers 8 and 9. These
observations are in agreement with the Mülliken�s
charge analysis (Table 1).

This theoretical analysis supports the experimental re-
sult that the major yield is obtained for photocyclodimer
7.11
Acknowledgements

The authors thank Simón Hernández-Ortega, Rocı́o
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